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Adam J. Smith became the new director of Defense Logistics Agency 
Distribution Barstow, California, Aug. 23.
As a retired Army Sgt. Maj., Smith has over 30 years of Defense Department 
experience in Army logistics. Smith entered military service in 1989 as an 
infantryman missile gunner at Fort Moore, Georgia. He transitioned into the 
logistics field in 1992 as a Sgt. and has since served at every level of logistics.
Smith holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of 
Maryland and is a graduate of the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy in 
Fort Bliss, Texas.
Throughout both his military and civilian careers, Smith has held numerous 
positions of leadership and has deployed four times to Iraq and Afghanistan in both military and civilian capacities.
Smith previously served as the DLA Energy liaison officer to the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, from 
June 2020 to June 2021. He was responsible for coordinating with senior U.S. Embassy officials, the Afghanistan 
Ministry of Finance, Afghan Customs Department, U.S. Forces Afghanistan, Resolute Support Headquarters and 
the primary fuel contractors importing fuel to Afghanistan. Prior to that, he worked as a logistics management 
specialist planner in the DLA Energy Operations & Plans office at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.
Smith’s military awards and decorations include Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service 
Commendation Medal (with oak leaf cluster), Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal (with bronze 
star), Overseas Service Ribbon, Non-Commissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon (numeral 5), 
Joint Meritorious Unit Award, Unit Citation and NATO Medal (second award), Superior Civilian Service Award, 
Department of State Meritorious Honor Award and the Commanders Award for Civilian Service.


